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Donny Seagraves’ Resource List for Present and Future Children’s Book Authors – July 18, 2009 – HAWC
(Note: these resources are presented for information only and a listing here does not mean an endorsement, just a suggestion. And this is by no means a complete list!)

Books to Read and Study
Many can be found at your local library or bookstore or online at Amazon.com. Out-of-print books can often be located by using this website that searches across the Internet: http://used.addall.com. 

The Complete Idiot’s Guide to Publishing Children’s Books

By Harold D. Underdown (978-1-59257-750-7). A good easy-to-read and understand overview of the children’s book publishing world. Includes chapters about book formats and age levels, understanding subjects and genres, and understanding publishers. The author, Harold D. Underdown, has a great website called The Purple Crayon: http://www.underdown.org/. One of my favorite parts of this website is the “Who’s moving where?” part that tracks editors and others in the field of children’s book publishing. Aaron recently posted an excellent article about the state of children’s book publishing during the recession of 2008-2009. You can read that article (and I do advise you to read it) here: http://www.underdown.org/the-economy.htm.
Creating Characters Kids Will Love

By Elaine Marie Alphin (1-58297-369-5). This award-winning author of 11 children’s books explains how characters, more than any other story element, draw kids to the page and keep them hooked from beginning to end.
Picture Writing: A New Approach to Writing for Kids and Teens

By Anastasia Suen (1-58297-072-6)

Kids today think visually. They retain images from television and movies, video and computer games. To captivate these readers, you must write visually.
The First Five Pages: A Writer’s Guide to Staying Out of the Rejection Pile

By Noah Lukeman (0-684-85743-X). A widely studied and respected book in writing circles. If you’re tired of rejection (or you want to minimize it when you start submitting your manuscripts) this book is for you. Covers weak openings; overuse of adjectives and adverbs, flat or forced metaphors or similes; melodramatic, commonplace or confusing dialogue; undeveloped characterizations and lifeless settings; uneven pacing and lack of progression and much more.

Novel Metamorphosis: Uncommon Ways to Revise

By Darcy Pattison with a foreword by Kirby Larson, author of the 2007 Newbery Honor Book, HATTIE BIG SKY (which was edited by Michelle Poploff, VP and Editorial Director at Random House Children’s Books, who is a speaker and critiquer at this conference). (978-0-9798621-0-6). If you’re serious about your writing and wish to sell your manuscripts to publishers, this book is a must for you. Writing is rewriting and this book shows you how. Darcy also presents her novel-rewriting workshop around the country and has an online version of her workshop available on her website, http://www.darcypattison.com/.
The Business of Writing for Children: An Award-Winning Author’s Tips on How to Write, Sell, and Promote Your Children’s Books

By Aaron Shepard (0-938497-11-1). This thin book is packed with information and advice that will help you write salable stories, get them published and promote your books. Aaron also has a website packed with resources for writers: http://www.aaronshep.com/kidwriter.
Techniques of The Selling Writer

By Dwight V. Swain (08061-1191-7). The late Georgia children’s book author, Doris Buchanan Smith (A Taste of Blackberries), told me to get this book many years ago. It’s a classic and belongs on every writer’s bookshelf if he or she is serious about publication.

Children’s Writer’s & Illustrator’s Market (ISBN for 2009 edition: 978-1-58297-549-8).  This book is a treasure trove of market listings and helpful articles and information for children’s authors and illustrators, both published and aspiring. Features over 700 listings for book publishers, magazines, agents, art reps, and more. Includes exclusive interviews with award-winning authors and publishing professionals. Libraries usually carry this book, though not always the most up-to-date edition. You can order it online at Amazon.com at a discount, with free shipping if your order totals $25 or more.
Magazines 

Booklist

http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/publishing/booklist_publications/booklist/booklist.cfm
The Horn Book Magazine

http://www.hbook.com/magazine/default.asp
Kirkus Reviews

http://www.kirkusreviews.com
Poets and Writers

http://www.pw.org/
(Not directed at writers of children’s books, but features much helpful information and many articles of interest to writers of all genres).

Publishers Weekly

http://www.publishersweekly.com/
Subscribe to the newsletter, “Children’s Bookshelf” and get the big fall children’s book issue. Here’s a link to the 2008 issue: http://www.publishersweekly.com/toc-archive/2008/20080721.html
School Library Journal

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/
The Writer

http://www.writermag.com/wrt/
Writers Digest

http://www.writersdigest.com/GeneralMenu/
Writers Journal

http://www.writersjournal.com/
Websites for Children’s Authors

Society of Children’s Book Writers & Illustrators

http://www.scbwi.org/
A professional organization devoted to children’s writers and illustrators. Joining gives you access to members-only information on the website plus discounted fees at conferences.

Southern Breeze Region of SCBWI

http://southern-breeze.org/
This region of the SCBWI serves Alabama, Georgia & Mississippi. They sponsor two main conferences each year: WIK: Writing & Illustrating for Kids each October on the third Saturday at Spain Park High School near Birmingham, Al: and SpringMingle, held annually in a hotel ballroom in Atlanta, Georgia the last full weekend of February. (Note: I gained a window of submission from Michelle Poploff by attending the 2007 SpringMingle conference. This unagented submission resulted in the publication of my first book, GONE FROM THESE WOODS.)

Write4Kids.com & The CBI Clubhouse

http://www.write4kids.com/
Arts in Atlanta: a collection of links to the arts in Atlanta
http://www.artsinatlanta.org/
Author’s Guild

http://www.authorsguild.org/
Children’s Magazine Guide

http://www.childrensmag.com/MagIndexed.html
Guide to Literary Agents

http://www.guidetoliteraryagents.com/blog/
An editor’s blog that shows where and how to find the right agents to represent your work.

Andrea Brown Literary Agency, Inc.

http://www.andreabrownlit.com/
Institute of Children’s Literature

http://www.institutechildrenslit.com/
Online writing courses and resources, including writing contests, free children’s writer’s eNews and more.
What Kids Are Reading: The Book-Reading Habits of Students in American Schools

http://www.renlearn.com/aboutus/pressreleases/2008/ReadingHabitsReport.pdf
Fiction Notes

http://www.darcypattison.com/
Author Darcy Pattison’s novel rewriting website includes downloads and information about her Novel Metamorphosis Workshops (both online version and real word version). 

The Purple Crayon

http://www.underdown.org/
One of the best sources of information and help for children’s book authors.

Aaron Shepard’s Kidwriting Page

http://aaronshep.com/kidwriter/
Another excellent online resource website by the author of The Business of Writing for Children.

WritersMarket.com

http://www.writersmarket.com/
Online version of The Writers Market. Free 7-day trial. $5.99 per month after that. Constantly updated market listings, agents, contests etc. Includes children’s book publishers’ listings and magazine markets.
Social Security Administration

http://www.ssa.gov/OACT/babynames/
A useful site for looking up most popular baby names by year. For example, if your character is 11 and you’re writing in 2009 and your book is set in the present, go back and look up “favorite baby names in 1998” and you’ll see a list. 
Random House Kids@Random  http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/catalog/author.pperl?authorid=81831
Random House Teens@Random

http://www.randomhouse.com/teens/
Delacorte Press Writing Contests

http://www.randomhouse.com/kids/writingcontests/
Harriette Austin Writers Conference

http://harrietteaustin.org/default.aspx
Donny Bailey Seagraves – My Website!
http://www.donnyseagraves.com/
Follow the For Writers link on the home page for more helpful information for writers. There are also more links on my links page that might be of interest.

Evelyn Coleman – Evelyn’s Website!
http://evelyncoleman.com/
Little Shop of Stories 
http://littleshopofstories.com/
A wonderful independent bookstore on the square in Decatur, Georgia, devoted to children’s books.
Conference on Children’s Literature

Georgia Children’s Book Awards

http://www.coe.uga.edu/gcba/
Decatur Book Festival

http://www.decaturbookfestival.com/2009/index.php
Southern Festival of Books

http://www.humanitiestennessee.org/festival/
Georgia Literary Festival

http://www.georgiacenterforthebook.org/Georgia-Literary-Festival/
Georgia Center for the Book

http://www.georgiacenterforthebook.org/
Savannah Children’s Book Festival

http://www.liveoakpl.org/scbf/
Shaw Guide to Writers Conferences
http://writing.shawguides.com/
Technical Resources for Author Networking and Promotion on a Shoestring

To Make Your Own Website

Get a domain at GoDaddy.com: https://www.godaddy.com/
Host your website at GoDaddy or Fatcow.com.

http://www.fatcow.com/ (Fatcow sometimes offers a free domain name, so check there first before “renting” a domain at GoDaddy).

Inexpensive, easy-to-use website building software if you’re a Mac.

iWeb: http://www.apple.com/ilife/iweb/ (comes with your Mac ).

Sandvox: http://www.karelia.com/ (I like this one best and use it for my author’s website: donnyseagraves.com).

RapidWeaver: http://www.realmacsoftware.com/rapidweaver/.
Inexpensive, easy-to-use website building software if you’re a PC.
NetObjects Fusion: http://www.netobjects.com/ (I used this for many years for several different websites. It’s a visual kind of software and is a WYSIWYG software that writes the code for you.)
Microsoft Office Live Website Builder: http://smallbusiness.officelive.com/en-us/
(I think the Harriette Austin Writers Conference is built using this online web builder software from Microsoft. It’s free.)
Blogging & Tweeting

Get a free blog! 

http://blogger.com
http://wordpress.org/
http://en.wordpress.com/
Get help with setting up your blog on blogger (my favorite blogging site).

http://help.blogger.com/bin/static.py?page=start.cs
Dress up your Blogger blog with free, custom templates or themes (because the themes you have to choose from in your blogger dashboard are not as elegant or “pretty” as Wordpress themes): http://www.bloggertemplatesfree.com
Burn and distribute your blog “feed” at http://feedburner.com.

Network and create a personal page, a page for your Book, and a fan site for you as an author at http://facebook.com.

Facebook help: http://www.facebook.com/help.php?ref=pf
Tweet your announcements etc. at http://Twitter.com.

Get a Skype account at http://skype.com so you can do virtual author visits.

Promote your book

Learn about Blog Book Tours

http://blogbooktours.blogspot.com/
Authors Now: The Largest Collaboration of Debut Children’s and Teen Book Authors and Illustrators on the Internet

http://www.authorsnow.com/ 

Filedby

http://filedby.com/


Raab Associates

http://www.raabassociates.com/
Get Known before the Book Deal

By Christina Katz (1-58297-554-X)

Before you can land a book deal – before you can even attract the interest of agents and editors – you need to be visible. How do you become visible? You develop a platform, or a way of reaching your readers. This book shows you how.

The Shy Writer: Second Edition

By C. Hope Clark (1-59113-583-4)

Step by step pointers on how to be positive, upbeat, personal, and professional when you’d rather be at home, alone.

Plug Your Book! Online Book Marketing for Authors

By Steve Weber (978-0-9772406-1-6)

Practical, pragmatic, low-cost ideas for promoting the heck out of your own book.

Note: If you have questions or comments, please email me at donnyseagraves@gmail.com or visit my website: donnyseagraves.com.
