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Donny Bailey Seagraves is the author of the childrenÕs middle grade 
novel, Gone From These Woods, published August 2009 by Delacorte 
Press/Random House. Her work for children and adults has appeared 
in many magazines and newspapers, including the Chicago Tribune, 
Athens Magazine, Teen Power, Mature Living, Grit, and the Roswell 
(New Mexico) Literary Review. She is a former newspaper columnist 
for The Athens Daily News and The Athens Observer and was a 
magazine book reviewer. She is a native of Athens, Georgia and is a 
long time resident of nearby Winterville. Donny and husband Phillip 
are the parents of grown twins, Jenny and Greg.

When Donny isnÕt reading, writing, or surfing the Web, she enjoys 
visiting with young readers in elementary and middle schools and 
libraries and speaking to adults at conferences, workshops and other 
events. Talks or workshops may be customized for any group. 
Examples include: Meet the Author; Finding Characters and Setting in Your Own Backyard; 
Writing Workshop for Young Writers; Getting Your First Novel Published. 

Fees are negotiable, depending upon requested talk or workshop and location. For schools or 
other groups or events more than 30 miles from the Athens, Georgia area, travel and lodging fees 
may also be charged. Schools that pre-order the Yearling paperback edition of Gone From 
These Woods before February 2011, may receive a discount on school visit fees during the 
2011 - 2012 school year.

ÒWe enjoyed having Donny Bailey Seagraves as a visiting author at Barrow Elementary School today. At 
PTA tonight, several parents told me their child came home very excited and talking about her visit. One 
girl went straight home and got on the couch to start reading her copy of the book! Thanks, Donny, for all 
you do to support the lives of these young readers.Ó-- Andy Plemmons, Media Specialist, Barrow 
Elementary School.
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Gone From 
These Woods

By Donny Bailey Seagraves

á Delacorte Books for Young Readers
á Hardcover á Ages 9-12 years 

á August 25, 2009 á $15.99 á 978-0-385-73629-9 
(0-385-73629-0)

á Yearling Trade Paperback á Ages 9-12 years 
á February 8, 2011 á $6.99 á 978-0-375-84504-8 

(0-375-84504-6) á Also available in eBook & library editions. 

I didn't want to go hunting with Uncle Clay that morning. Now I have to live with what happened 
for the rest of my life. It was just an accident. The rabbit ran away. Clay fell . . . 

Nothing has been the same for Daniel since that morning in the woods when Uncle Clay went 
down. Mom and Mrs. Hardy, DanielÕs guidance counselor, try to help Daniel after he loses his 
role model and best friend. DanielÕs alcoholic father just makes the situation worse. The memory 
of that cold morning will stay with Daniel forever. But somehow, he must Þnd a way to go on . . . 
for Uncle Clay . . . and most of all, for himself.

There is a lot of complexity in this short, quiet coming-of-age novel. Sensitive younger readers 
will be drawn in by DanielÕs story, which can be likened to a more emotional twin of Gary 
PaulsenÕs Hatchet.--Booklist

Understanding or coping with an accidental death is seldom so directly connected to real 
responsibility or the need to make peace with such a mistake. Seagraves shows the best way for 
support to be given as well as how hard it is to forgive. These are tough topics to read about, but 
the book will bring up many discussions.--School Library Journal

The dynamics of the Sartain family are well-developed and genuine as a result of Daniel's 
authentic Þrst-person narration . . . Seagraves's debut should leave readers weighing death, guilt 
and forgiveness."--Publishers Weekly

Gone From These Woods is a Brodart McNaughton List Pick; a FlamingNet.com Top Choice 
Award Pick; a Cybils Award Middle Grade Novel Nominee, a SIBA Book Award Nominee, and 
author Donny Bailey Seagraves is a Georgia Author of the Year nominee. Visit her website: 
www.donnyseagraves.com for more information.
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